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TAGS: OCON, TH 

SUBJECT: IGA WORLD CUP 

REF: BANGKOK 9663 

1. VARIOUS OFFICES IN THE DEPARTMENT HAVE RECEIVED IN- 
QUIRIES FROM FIGURES CONNECTED WITH THE WORLD CUP ASKING 
OUR ADVICE AS TO WHETHER THE IGA SHOULD GO AHEAD WITH PLANS 
TO HOLD THE MATCH IN THAILAND. IN ALL CASES WE HAVE SAID 

THAT WE CURRENTLY KNEW OF NO REASON WHY PLANNING SHOULD NOT 
PROCEED FOR A THAI VENUE BUT THAT WE OF COURSE COULD MAKE 
NO PROMISES OR CERTAIN PREDICTIONS ABOUT THE COURSE OF 
EVENTS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA OR ANY OTHER PART OF THE WORLD. 

2. THE REPORTS THAT WE AND THE THAI HAVE RECEIVED INDICATE 
THAT THERE IS SOME CONCERN AMONG THE WORLD CUP'S PROMOTERS. 
WE DO NOT THINK, HOWEVER, THAT THIS IS THE RESULT OF ANY 

BAD FAITH ON THEIR PART. IT REPRESENTS AN AWARENESS OF 
RECENT EVENTS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND, IN PARTICULAR, OF SUCH 
RECENT EVENTS IN THAILAND AS THE MAYAGUEZ-RELATED DEMONSTRA 
TIONS OUTSIDE THE EMBASSY. YOU MIGHT WISH TO CONSIDER HOW 
BEST TO MAKE THIS POINT TO CHATCHAI, ANAN, AND ANY OTHER 
THAI WHO MAY BE WORRIED THAT THE WORLD CUP MIGHT BE SHIFTED 
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